
 

2026 US Nationals  
General Briefing Notes  

 
1. Staff Introductions  

a. Sam Parks    Championship Director  
b. Maury Sullivan   Deputy Director  
c. Jim Cusick   Steward  
d. Mark MacSkimming   Safety Officer  
e. Don Day    Chief Meteorologist  
f. Duncan Dunavent   Assistant Meteorologist  
g. Robert Wise    Weather Assistant (Pibals)  
h. JC Smith    Chief Scoring Officer  
i. Patty Cramer    Chief Measurer  
j. Mike Johnson    Landowner Relations (308-765-3493)  

 
2.  Jury Introductions 

a. Mike Gilligan   On-Site Jury President  
b. Debbie Speath   Off-Site Jury Member  
c. Gary Britton   Off-Site Jury Member  

 
3. Announcements  

a. Make sure you have updated your Balloon Live App to the latest version, which is 
3024 

 
4. Sportsmanship  

Respect, civility and grace will be provided to each Competitor and their crew, 
please respond in kind. Unsportsmanlike behavior will not be tolerated  

 
5. Common Launch areas 

There are currently four (4) Common Launch Areas, others may be added if 
permission is granted by the property owner. You have permission to 
launch/land at all official Common Launch Areas. No further permission is 
needed.  

 
 



6. Scoring Inquiries  
For measurement questions, please contact Chief Measurer Patty Cramer (740-502-
0677), for scoring inquiries, contact JC Smith (269-317-2768) 
For safety issues, please contact Safety Officer Mark MacSkimming (717-805-8400)  
For any other inquiry, contact Steward Jim Cusick (614-204-3982)  

 
7. 2026 Rookies  

The following Pilots are eligible for 2026 US Nationals Rookie of the Year 
a. Jennifer Brimley  
b. Chris Garcia  
c. Michael Stone  
d. Patrick Sullivan  

 
8. Flight Report Forms  

Submitting a Flight Report Form is required for each flight. Please submit using WMF 
 

9. Pilot Briefings  
All pilot briefings will be held at the Gering Civic Center. The address is 1050 M Street, 
Gering, Nebraska 69341.  
Doors will open at 5:00 am and briefings will start at 5:15 am. (times are approximate)  
The flight will go live when the doors are opened.  
 
Flights will go “live” on WMF approximately fifteen minutes prior to flight briefings 
 Intended for 05:00 / 18:00 

 
10. Propane Refueling  

All propane refueling will be at Legacy Coop. The address is 401 S. Beltline Highway W,  
Scottsbluff, NE 69361 
The Propane Manager is Alex Closson, if you are going to be late, please call him at 308-
225-3462 
If you plan to fly the Sunday morning practice flight, the cash price will be $40.00 
 

11. FAA 
Designated Flight Crew  
If you plan to have someone else in the basket during the US Nationals, please make 
sure they sign the Designated Flight Crew Form  
 
Review Operations Manual and FAA CoW and Special Provisions 
 
Review WhatsApp groups and need to sign up. 
 
 
 
 



12. Landowner Relations 
Positive landowner relations are vital to the continuance of competitive balloon events. 
There is an ongoing effort by all involved persons prior to, during and after a 
competitive event to maintain good landowner relations for the event.  
Additionally, as per rule 9.2.2, pilots must obtain permission to launch from private 
property; and per rules 10.5,6 and 7, minimize disturbing landowners.  Each pilot must 
get their own permission when several balloons are launching from one property. 
 
Public areas such as parks, schools, squares, industrial areas and appropriately sized 
road shoulders/nature strips are considered as places without need for permission for 
take-offs or landings so long as no damage is done and traffic is not obstructed. Church 
property may also be used in this manner as long as no basket or retrieve vehicle is on 
grassy areas. This data is subject to change. Changes to Landowner’s Permission will be 
posted on the Official Notice Board and written supplements may be distributed at 
briefings, if necessary, should changes occur. 
 
Provide the property owners contact information on the Flight Report Form.  
 
Mike Johnson is the Landowner Relations Manager; he can be reached at 308-765-3493 
 

13. Briefing Area WIFI  
Pilots have access to an open WIFI at the Gering Civic Center.  
 

14. Competition Rules  
 

a. II.13 Location of Official Notice Board (5.3.3)  
The Official Notice Board will be hosted online at Watchmefly.net. Any posting to 
the Official Notice Board will be accompanied by a pilot notification via email 
prior to the start of the competition or WhatsApp group text after the start of 
the competition.  
 

b. II.10 Recall Procedure (10.15)  
WhatsApp group texting will be used throughout the event. Make sure that you 
and your crew chief have scanned the QR code on the Official Notice Board to 
sign up for messages.  
 

c. II.2 Out of Bounds (7.2)  
All red and blue PZ’s are considered out of bounds airspaces for scoring 
purposes. PZ infringement, ground contact and other penalties will be applied  

 
d. II.3 PZ List (II.9, 7.3)  

The details of the Prohibited Zones will be printed on the Official Competition 
Map. Written supplements may be distributed at briefings, if necessary, should 
changes occur.  



 
The Blue PZ is 10,000’ MSL  
 
All red road PZ’s will have an altitude of 4,300’ MSL at the road center line and 
extend 300’ from the center line 
 

e. II.23 2D/3D Scoring Altitude  
The separation altitude between 2D and 3D scoring is 5,000’ MSL 
 

f. II.25 Map Coordinates  
To Identify a point on the Competition Map, the coordinates must be written in 
the following format:  
4-4 format: this format uses two times four digits. First four digits easting and 
the second four digits northing. (e.g. 2976/0388), leaving out the 1m digit (1-
meter digit is 0).  
 

g. II.18 DETAILS FOR THE USE OF GPS-LOGGERS (See Chapter 6) 
Please review (d) Handling by competitor: 
Start/Stop Flight Scoring Policy – do not drive looking for launch site with logger 
on and don’t drive after landing with logger on 

 
h.  8.2.2 VALID TASK 

The Director has the authority to cancel tasks(s) for safety reasons and for 
reasons out of control of the director at any time before official task scores are 
published. 

 
i. SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION BY ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION TOOLS (COH 
   2.4.9) 

 For individual launch areas and as a further possibility for common launch 
area, electronic communication tools may be used to publish additional 
or revised information to competitors.  

 At a common launch area competitors will be informed of the change by 
a method defined in the general briefing.   

 Safety related announcements (cancellations, danger warnings) can be 
made at any time using electronic communication tools. (8.2.2) 

 Minor amendments to task data can be made, provided the electronic 
communication is made at least 20 minutes before the start of the launch 
period at ILPs and at least 10 minutes before the start of the launch 
period at CLAs. 


